




LCRA Board guidance 
Under provisions of the legislation and LCRA's contract with SAWS, the 
LCRA Board determines whether the project protects and benefits the lower 
Colorado River basin. Consistent with these provisions, the LCRA Board of 
Directors gave policy guidance in December 2008 focused on setting 
parameters for protecting and benefitting the basin’s interests. Specifically, 
the Board directed staff to include the following in its project studies: 
 
• Use newly updated long-term demand projections, which show that 14 

to 25 percent more water may be needed in the Colorado River basin 
than anticipated in the Region K plan. 

• Plan for currently identified agricultural irrigation needs. 
• Groundwater used for irrigation will not exceed the amounts already 

defined in the SAWS contract and will be limited to dry periods when 
there is not adequate surface water available for agricultural demands. 

• A 50,000 acre-foot reserve in LCRA’s Water Management Plan, as 
approved by the Texas Commission on Environmental Quality, should 
not be used in conjunction with the project. 

 
Study results – April 2009 
 
LCRA now has preliminary study results that indicate that if the project were 
implemented, there would not be enough water to meet all legislative and 
contractual requirements.    
 
One factor influencing these results is updated projections for how much 
water will be needed in the lower Colorado River basin. The new projections 
show that 14 to 25 percent more water will be needed to meet municipal 
and industrial needs in the lower Colorado River basin in the next 50 years 
to 90 years, as compared to the projections included in the 2006 regional 
water plan. 
 
The major implication of the preliminary study results is that no water can 
be made available to SAWS from the project as it was originally envisioned.   
 
LCRA’s contract with SAWS remains in effect, and LCRA continues to work 
with SAWS to understand all of the implications of this new data and to 
decide how best to move forward. The study results do not eliminate the 
potential for a long-term water-sharing arrangement between LCRA and 
SAWS.  The purpose of the intensive study period is to determine if a 
project could move forward.  
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Background 
 
LCRA and SAWS signed 
a contract in 2002 to 
study the feasibility of a 
water-sharing project to 
determine if the project 
could meet requirements 
set by the Texas Legisla-
ture and provide for wa-
ter needs in both basins.  
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