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Memorandum

Date April 2, 2009

To Region K Planning Group Members

From Population and Water Demand Committee

Subject Public Comments received on the Initially Prepared Region K Population and Water
Demand Projections

The population and water demand committee has held two meetings to hear public comments on
the initially prepared Region K population and water demand projections for the 2011 Region K
Plan, one on March 19, 2009, and the second on April 2, 2009.  A period of time has also been
given to receive written comments on the projections.

Letters were sent to each individual water user group (WUG) with their initially prepared population
and water demand projections and a request for feedback if the WUG had data that suggested
alternative projections.

The attached documents are a summary of the oral comments received at the two meetings as well
as the written comments received from the WUGs.  The public has until April 16, 2009, to submit
comments, so we may receive additional feedback, but this is what we have received to date.

The summary of the March 19, 2009, meeting is broken down by category into Questions,
Comments regarding the population and water demand projections, and Comments regarding the
water supply analysis and water management strategies.  Although the last category is not
necessarily applicable to the task at hand, the comments are acknowledged and will be considered
when reviewing the Initially Prepared Plan.

http://www.aecom.com/
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Questions Received from the Public on the Population and Water Demand
Projections:

1.  What is the Gallon Per Capita per Day number for Region K?

There are different numbers for each WUG.  Look at the 2006 Plan for the
numbers used.

2.  Are you incorporating information from the Groundwater Conservation Districts in
regards to water availability?

 Determining supply is the next step.  We use information received from the GCDs
in the Plan.

3a.  If an entity disagrees with the population or water demand projections, what is the
process for arguing against the numbers?

Offer us comments and data.  TWDB requires data and information. Provide
written comments to us with data backup. Submit the information as soon as
possible.

3b.  If the entity is unable to convince the Planning Group, what are the consequences
(such as to the entity’s contract with a water provider)?

The Committee takes the information, considers it, and presents it to the RWPG
for final decision.  All comments go to the TWDB which gives the final blessing
on the numbers.  This process is done every five years.  Contracts with a water
provider will not be reduced based on the population projections estimated in this
process.

4.  What other alternative sources for water usage could Region K have looked at using?

 The individual WUGs could be looked at individually for their water use.  There
is not enough time in this round of planning to perform that analysis.



Region K Population and Water Demand Committee Meeting to Hear Public Comments
on the Initially Prepared Population and Water Demand Projections

Thursday, March 19, 2009 at 10:00 AM Page 2 of 3

Comments Received from the Public on the Population and Water Demand
Projections:

1. David Gavenda, Lake Travis resident, retired UT Physics Professor

 The methodology used to create the population projections does not take into account
the declining availability of water resources, therefore is not accurate.  Reservoir firm
yield should be tied to a sophisticated and powerful climatological model such as the
ones used to analyze the Southwestern U.S. region, making the projections more
meaningful and valid.  The projections would be better since they would take into
consideration the impact limited resources will have on growth.  Once the resources
are used up, growth will stop.  If you don’t assume that the future is like the past,
models show that water availability decreases.  The future trend for the Southwestern
U.S. region, shown by the models, is towards hotter, drier climates.  This is not being
taken into consideration when determining water availability.

2. Richard Bowers, Central Texas Groundwater Conservation District

 The largest use in Burnet County is domestic.  The large difference in Gallon per
Capita per Day (GPCD) numbers for the different cities in Burnet County doesn’t
make sense. City of Bertram is 156 GPCD. Meadowlakes is 336 GPCD.
Meadowlakes is likely not using that much water.  The odd GPCD numbers should be
relooked at.
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Comments Received from the Public on Water Supply Analysis and Water
Management Strategies:

1. Donald Oren, Cottonwood Shores, Burnet County

 The ban on discharging wastewater effluent into the Highland Lakes causes the
effluent to be used for watering golf courses and cedar trees. Technology exists for
converting wastewater into drinking water. What is Region K’s stance on the ban?  It
is ridiculous to water cedar trees because that water can never be recaptured as
groundwater.  We should take advantage of the technology available.

2. Connie Ripley, President of DELTA (Don’t Empty Lake Travis Association)

 Concerned that Region K is using the Drought of Record for determining firm yields,
but LCRA is using the Simulated Drought of Record for determining what elevation
new intake pipes should be placed at around the lake.

3. Judy Graci, DELTA (Don’t Empty Lake Travis Association)

 Drought of Record Lake Travis Elevation is 614 feet.
 Simulated Drought of Record Lake Travis Elevation is 578 feet.
 For determining firm water yield, which should we be using?  When LCRA is telling

water users to put intakes at the bottom of Lake Travis, what does that say?  What
amount of water used to meet firm contracts comes from Lake Buchanan?  What
percentage of water contracts are used in the summer?  When determining a water
management strategy, a water right permit should be obtained before the strategy can
be included in the Plan.

4. Ralph Hendricks, Assistant City Manager of Marble Falls, TX

 The ban on wastewater effluent discharge to the Highland Lakes is bypassing
valuable conservation by not using the effluent effectively.



Region K Population and Water Demand Committee Meeting to Hear Public Comments
on the Initially Prepared Population and Water Demand Projections

Thursday, April 2, 2009 at 1:30 PM Page 1 of 1

Comments Received from the Public on the Population and Water Demand
Projections:

1. David Fowler, CAPCOG

 The water demand projections seem conservative.  Is there no expectation of future
conservation efficiency gains?
















