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June 28, 2010

Mr. John Burke
Chairman. Lower Colorado Regional
Water Planning Group
do Aqua Water Supply Corporation
P.O. Drawer P
Bastrop, Texas 78602

Mr. James Kowis
Lower Colorado River Authority
P.O. Box 220, MC H300
Austin, Texas 78767

Re: Texas Water Development Board Comments for the Lower Colorado Regional Water
Planning Group (Region K) Initially Prepared Plan, Contract No. 0904830870

Dear Mr. Burke and Mr. Kowis:

Texas Water Development Board (TWDB) staff completed a review of the Initially Prepared
Plan (IPP) submitted by March 1, 2010 on behalf of the Region K Regional Water Planning
Group. The attached comments (Attachments A and B) follow this format:

• Level 1: Comments, questions, and online planning database revisions that must be
satisfactorily addressed in order to meet statutory, agency rule, and/or contract
requirements; and

• Level 2: Comments and suggestions for consideration that may improve the readability
and overall understanding of the regional plan.

Based on the information provided to date by regional water planning groups, TWDB has
identified potential interregional conflicts that are summarized in Attachment C. The TWDB’s
statutory requirement for review of potential interregional conflicts under Title 31, Texas
Administrative Code (TAC) §357.14 will not be completed until submittal and review of
adopted regional water plans.
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Title 31. TAC §357.11(b) requires the regional water planning group to consider timely agency
and public comment. Section 357.l0(a)(3) of the TAC requires the final adopted plan include
summaries of all timely written and oral comments received, along with a response explaining
any resulting revisions or why changes are not warranted. Copies of TWDB’s Level 1 and 2
written comments and the region’s responses must be included in the final, adopted regional
water plan.

If you have any questions, please do not hesitate to contact David Meesey at (512) 936-0852.

Sincerely,

Carolyn L. Brittin
Deputy Executive Administrator
Water Resources Planning and Information

Attachments (3)

c w/att: Ms. Jaime Burke, AECOM Inc.



ATTACHMENT A

TWDB Comments on Initially Prepared 2011 Region K

Regional Water Plan

[iEvEL 1. Comments and questions must be satisfactorily addressed in order to meet
statutory, agency rule, and/or contract requirements.

General Comments

I. Population, demand, and water availability figures in various tables and text are slightly
different than the amounts in the online planning database. These differences may be
due to rounding or reallocation between river basins. Please revise or coordinate with
TWDB staff to ensure that the data in the plan is consistent with the database (e.g. pages
2-1 and 2-5; total population projections are off by 1 from TWDB projections for 2020,
2030 and 2050). [Title 31 Texas Administrative Code (TAC 357. 7(d)(1),(2);
p357. 5(a)(3)7

2. Please include one-page summaries of the region-specific studies performed during
phase I of this third round of planning including a description of whether and/or how
each region-specific study was incorporated into the regional water plan. [Contract
Exhibit “C” Section 11.1]

Executive Summary

3. Page ES-b, Table ES-4: Water supply from the Lower Colorado River Authority/San
Antonio Water System Project is shown as available beginning in 2020. Table 4-28 on
page 4-23 shows this supply becoming available in 2010. Please reconcile the two
tables.

Chapter 3

4. Please provide a statement regarding any water availability requirements promulgated by a
county commissioners court pursuant to TWC §35.019, which in Region K applies to the Hill
Country Priority Groundwater Management Area. [31 L4C 357.5(k,)(1)H,)J

Chapter 4

5. Please describe how the planning group explored opportunities and benefits of regional water
supply facilities or providing regional management of regional facilities. [31 TAC’
35 7.5(e) (6)]

6, Please describe how publicly available plans of major agricultural, municipal, manufacturing
and commercial water users were considered. [31 TAC 357. 5(k) (1) (E,)J



7. Please include a discussion of how information from water loss audits of water users in the

region was considered in the development of water management strategies in the final plan. [3!

T4C 357. 7(a)(7h’Aj(ii)J

8. Please ensure that the final plan includes quantitative reporting of impacts of potentially
feasible water management strategies on agricultural resources, as appropriate. /3] TAC

35 7. 7(a) (8) (A) (iii,)J

Chapter 6

9. Please ensure that specific factors for each water supply source to initiate a drought response

are included in the final plan. /3] T4C 357. 7(a)(3)J

Appendix 3

10. Appendix 3-D: the total water available to Region K is different for each decade than the
amounts shown in tables 3-23 (page 3-49) and ES-2 (page ES-6). Please reconcile these totals.

Appendix 4

11. Appendix 4-B: Please confirm that water management strategy costs are based on September
2008 dollars. [Contract Exhibit .7

12. (Attachment B,) Comments on the online planning database (i.e. DB12) are herein being
provided in spreadsheet format. These Level 1 comments are based on a direct
comparison of the online planning database against the Initially Prepared Regional
Water Plan document as submitted. The table only includes numbers that do not
reconcile between the plan (left side of spreadsheet) and online database (right side of
spreadsheet). An electronic version of this spreadsheet will be provided upon request.

13. (Attachment C’,) Based on the information provided to date by the regional water
planning groups, TWDB has also attached a summary, in spreadsheet format, of
potential interregional conflicts and apparent water source over allocations that were
identified during the review of the online planning database and Initially Prepared
Regional Water Plan. [Additional TWDB comments regarding the general conformance
of the online planning database (DB] 2) format and content to the Guidelinesfor

Regional Water Planning Dati Deliverables t’Co,itract Exhibit D) are being provided bv
TWDB staff under separate cover as Exception Reports 7



LEVEL 2. Comments and suggestions that might be_considered to clarify or enhance the plan.

te!Z1

I. Page 1 28: Footnote 12 states that populations for partial Region K counties were estimated by
determining the percent decreases in projections from the Census and TWDB; these decreases
were then averaged and applied to (previous decades) partial county projections. Please
consider revising this statement to more completely describe and clarify the methodology used
for the projections.

Chapter 4

2. Please consider presenting quantitative reporting of and impacts of voluntarily redistributing
water in Chapter 5, instead of Chapter 4 in accordance with TWDB guidance.

3. Page 4-113, last paragraph: states that there is “one unique reservoir and twelve unique stream
segments within ten miles of the proposed pipeline alignment.” Please consider clarifying the
basis for these tallies.
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