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Region K Public Meeting
April 11, 2018
Lower Colorado Regional Water Planning Group
(Region K)

April 11, 2018

Agenda

1. Call to Order

2. Welcome and Introductions

3. Receive public comments

4. Attendance Report

5. Renewal of voting member terms

6. Consent Agenda

7. Texas Water Development Board

8. Open Meeting Issues and Committee Meetings

9. Region K Committee Assignments 
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Agenda

10. Consider action to request LCRA or TWDB request 
Attorney General opinion on behalf of Region K.

11. Discussion on process for determination of new drought 
of record

12. Consider action to approve LCRA to execute a TWDB 
contract amendment.

13. Consultant Status Report
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CONSULTANT STATUS 
REPORT

Agenda Item 13
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13. Consultant Status Report
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13. Consultant Status Report
Effort since last meeting (January 10, 2018)

▼ Population, Municipal, and Non-Municipal Demand Projections

– Submitted revision request to TWDB staff.  

– Received response from TWDB staff. All requested revisions were accepted, 
with the exception of the increased manufacturing demands in 2040-2070 for 
Travis County, and the City of Austin’s separately requested increase to their 
population numbers which were additional to the increase that Region K 
requested.

– Received river basin-level splits for all projections from TWDB staff.  
Reviewed and provided a few proposed revisions.  TWDB staff agreed to 
revisions.

– Currently waiting for TWDB to adopt final projections.  Will post final 
projections on Region K website once adopted.

– Making updates to Chapter 2 (Population and Demands).
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13. Consultant Status Report
Effort since last meeting (January 10, 2018)

▼ Water Availability and Supplies

– Submitted hydrologic variance request to TWDB staff.  

– TWDB staff responded with several questions for additional detail or 
clarification.  Assisted with coordination of response to TWDB questions.  
TWDB staff sent approval letter on April 2nd.

– Prepared and sent surveys and letters of communication to WUGs 
requesting feedback on existing water supplies.  Logged responses, 
answered questions, and followed up with non-responders.  Current 
response rate ~ 58%.

– Requested updated information from Groundwater Conservation Districts.

– Reviewed updates to Modeled Available Groundwater (MAG) numbers.

– Water Modeling Committee meeting held on April 5th.
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13. Consultant Status Report
Effort since last meeting (January 10, 2018)

▼ Water Management Strategies

– Prepared and sent surveys and letters of communication to WUGs 
requesting feedback on potentially feasible water management strategies.  
Logged responses, answered questions, and followed up with non-
responders.  Current response rate ~ 58%.

– Reviewed 2016 Region K Plan process for identifying potentially feasible 
water management strategies in preparation for Water Management 
Strategies Committee meeting.

– Water Management Strategies Committee meeting held on April 5th.
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13. Consultant Status Report
Upcoming effort

▼ Water availability modeling for surface water availability numbers.

▼ Continue updates to existing water supply numbers for Water User 
Groups and Wholesale/Major Water Providers. 

▼ Begin TWDB database (DB22) entry of Region K numbers. (major 
component of Technical Memorandum due in September)

▼ Determination of water needs.

▼ Identification of potentially feasible water management strategies.

▼ Updates to chapter texts, as able.
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POPULATION AND WATER 
DEMAND COMMITTEE

Agenda Item 14
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14. Population and Water Demand Committee

▼ Consider approval of meeting minutes from December 7, 2017 
committee meeting.
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WATER MODELING 
COMMITTEE REPORT

Agenda Item 15
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15. Water Modeling Committee Report

▼ Summary of January 10th committee meeting

– Held immediately before the last Region K meeting.

– Approved meeting minutes from December 13th meeting.

– Surface Water Modeling 101 and Region K Cutoff Model 
Presentation given.

– Committee took action to approve recommendation of updated 
assumptions to Region K Cutoff Model and associated hydrologic 
variance request to the RWPG.

▼ Summary of April 5th committee meeting

– Approval of January 10th meeting minutes.

– Status update on hydrologic variance request to TWDB.

Region K Page 13

15. Water Modeling Committee Report

▼ Summary of April 5th committee meeting (continued)

– Discussion of domestic and livestock water use with respect to 
water availability modeling.

– Discussion of Region K Cutoff Model

• Sedimentation
– Committee agreed to use the best available information, which includes 

updated elevation-area-capacity relationships for Lakes Travis and Buchanan.

• How to incorporate Arbuckle Reservoir (formerly Lane City Reservoir) 
into the Region K Cutoff Model – as an existing supply or strategy?
– Committee agreed to recommend to RWPG that it be included as an existing 

supply, since it should be on-line later this year.

• Update on timeline for modeling

– Update on groundwater availability
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15. Water Modeling Committee Report

▼ Request RWPG take action to approve recommendation 
from Water Modeling Committee that the Arbuckle 
Reservoir be included into the Region K Cutoff Model as 
an existing water supply, rather than a strategy.
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WATER MANAGEMENT 
STRATEGIES COMMITTEE 
REPORT

Agenda Item 16
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16. Water Management Strategies Committee Report

▼ Summary of April 5th committee meeting

– Purpose and role of committee

• Review process for identification of potentially feasible water 
management strategies and recommend any changes to the RWPG.

• Review strategies from 2016 Plan and discuss changes for 2021 Plan.

• Brainstorm new strategies to be included in 2021 Plan.

• Review screening process for selection of strategies for further analysis.

• Review evaluated strategies and projects for recommended or 
alternative status.

– Background information on water management strategies in 
regional water planning

• TWDB guidance and requirements
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16. Water Management Strategies Committee Report

▼ Summary of April 5th committee meeting (continued)

– Update on outreach to WUGs for feedback on potentially feasible 
water management strategies (including ones in 2016 Plan).

– Presentation to committee of previous cycle’s Region K process for 
identifying potentially feasible water management strategies.

• Asked for feedback on any changes suggested for this cycle.
• Committee action to approve process for presentation at today’s 

meeting for  public comment and RWPG consideration.

– Briefly looked over list of 5th cycle public input items that Region K 
will or may consider related to water management strategies.

• Will address further at future meetings.
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PROCESS FOR IDENTIFYING 
POTENTIALLY FEASIBLE 
WATER MANAGEMENT 
STRATEGIES

Agenda Items 17-19
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Process for Identifying Potentially Feasible Water  
Management Strategies

▼ TWDB guidelines

▼ Present process recommended by Water Management 
Strategies Committee.

▼ Allow discussion and comment by RWPG.

▼ Take public comments on the Region K process.

▼ RWPG to consider making any revisions to process, 
based on public comments and RWPG discussion.

▼ RWPG to take action to approve finalized process.
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Process for Identifying Potentially Feasible Water  
Management Strategies

▼ TWDB Regional Water Planning Guidelines:

– A RWPG shall hold a public meeting to determine the 
process for identifying potentially feasible water 
management strategies 

• The process shall be documented and shall include input 
received at the public meeting (72-hour notice). 

– After reviewing the potentially feasible strategies using 
the documented process, the RWPG shall list all 
possible water management strategies that are 
potentially feasible for meeting a need in the region.
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Process for Identifying Potentially Feasible Water  
Management Strategies

▼ TWDB Regional Water 
Planning Guidelines:

– RWPGs shall consider these 
strategies (but are not limited to):

1. conservation
2. drought management
3. reuse
4. management of existing water supplies
5. conjunctive use
6. acquisition of available existing water supplies
7. development of new water supplies
8. developing regional water supply facilities or 

providing regional management of water supply 
facilities

9. developing large-scale desalination facilities for 
seawater or brackish groundwater that serve local 
or regional brackish groundwater production 
zones identified and designated under TWC 
§16.060(b)(5)34

10. developing large-scale desalination facilities for 
marine seawater that serve local or regional entities

11. voluntary transfer of water within the region 
using, but not limited to, contracts, water marketing, 
regional water banks, sales, leases, options, 
subordination agreements, and financing 
agreements

12. emergency transfer of water under TWC 
§11.139
13. interbasin transfers of surface water
14. system optimization
15. reallocation of reservoir storage to new uses
16. enhancements of yields
17. improvements to water quality
18. new surface water supply
19. new groundwater supply
20. brush control
21. precipitation enhancement
22. aquifer storage and recovery
23. cancellation of water rights
24. rainwater harvesting
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Process for Identifying Potentially Feasible Water  
Management Strategies

▼ TWDB Regional Water Planning Guidelines:

– The Technical Memorandum, Initially Prepared Plan, 
and final adopted Regional Water Plan shall include:

1. the documented process used by the RWPG to 
identify potentially feasible WMS; and, 

2. the list of all identified WMSs that were considered 
potentially feasible for meeting a need in the region.
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Example Template for Documenting whether WMS are 
feasible for a Particular WUG
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Process for Identifying Potentially Feasible Water  
Management Strategies

▼ TWDB Regional Water Planning Guidelines:

– All recommended WMSs and WMSPs that are entered into the State 
Water Planning Database and prioritized by RWPGs shall be designed to 
reduce the consumption of water, reduce the loss or waste of water, 
improve the efficiency in the use of water, or develop, deliver or treat 
additional water supply volumes to WUGs or WWPs in at least one 
planning decade such that additional water is available during Drought of 
Record conditions. 

– Any other RWPG recommendations regarding permit modifications, 
operational changes, and/or other infrastructure that are not designed to 
meet one of the above criteria shall be indicated as such and presented 
separately in the RWP and shall not be eligible for funding from the State 
Water Implementation Fund for Texas.
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Process for Identifying Potentially Feasible Water  
Management Strategies

▼ TWDB Regional Water Planning Guidelines:

– Evaluation of potentially feasible strategies shall 
include:

• Comparison of all potentially feasible WMS.
• Quantitative analysis of quantity, reliability, cost, environmental 

factors, and impacts to agriculture. 
• Discussion of impacts on other water and natural resources.
• Consideration of third-party social and economic impacts.
• Consideration of water pipelines and facilities that are currently 

used for water conveyance.
• Descriptions of impacts to water quality and of other factors 

deemed relevant including recreational impacts.
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Process for Identifying Potentially Feasible Water 
Management Strategies

Committee-Recommended 2021 Region K Process :

1. Define groupings or common areas with supply 
deficiencies.

2. Develop a comprehensive list of potentially feasible 
strategies for each area.

• Recommended and alternative strategies from previous Region K 
Water Plan

• Strategies documented in local plans
• Suggestions from the public

3. Meet with potential suppliers/WUGs for each area to 
determine current strategies under consideration.
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Process for Identifying Potentially Feasible Water  
Management Strategies

Committee-Recommended 2021 Region K Process 
(continued) :

4. Prepare qualitative rating based on cost, reliability, 
environmental impact, and political acceptability for the 
various strategies.

5. Select one or more additional strategies for each area, if 
appropriate.

6. Present proposed shortlist at Public Meeting during 
Region K Planning Group meeting for modification and/or 

approval.
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Example Screening Table from 2016 Plan with Update
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Rating Criteria Table from 2016 Region K Plan with 
Update
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Discussion of Committee-recommended Process

▼ Things to note:

– Lots of new municipal WUGs this cycle due to utility-based 
planning and changes to criteria for definition of a WUG.

– Because of drought and new SWIFT funding last cycle, Region K 
developed a large number of water management strategies as 
compared to the previous cycle.

– Region may want to look at more opportunities for desalination, 
brackish groundwater, and ASR, if potentially feasible.

– Consider adding detail for inter-regional coordination.
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Agenda Item 18
Take Public Comments on Process

PUBLIC COMMENTS
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Agenda Item 19.
Final Discussion and Approval

▼ RWPG to consider making any revisions to process, 
based on public comments and RWPG discussion.

▼ RWPG to take action to approve finalized process.
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Agenda

20. Other Committee Reports (as needed)

21. Agenda items for next meeting

22. New / Other Business

23. Public Comments

24. Adjourn
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